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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R, § 1.97, enclosed are references relating to the above- 
identified application. Each item of information contained in the information disclosure 
statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 
For the convenience of the Examiner, these references are listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 
and copies are enclosed herewith. 



It is respectfully requested that these references be considered in the examination of this 
application and their consideration be made of written record in the application file. 
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for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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No fee is deemed necessary in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement as the items of information contained in this statement were cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, the communication being dated 
April 16, 2004, which is not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 
However, if any fee is required, authorization is hereby given to charge the amount of any such 
fee, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 50-1355. 
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